
Our Process
Getting Started:

Send us 3,000 words of your manuscript as a Word, PDF, or Google docs document
We'll review your writing within 3 business days and send you quotes for your preferred
service(s)
We'll decide on your project start date and whether you'll be working with Allison or a staff
member
We'll send you our contract for you to sign and invoice for your $200 deposit (applied to
your total project cost)
The signed contract and paid deposit are required to lock in your start date
You'll be expected to send your complete manuscript 24 hours in advance of your start
date so we can calculate your remaining balance
Your remaining balance will be due by Noon MT on your project start date

Timeline & Scheduling
Project Duration: We complete one week of editing per 45,000 words in your manuscript
Start & End Days: All projects begin and end on Tuesdays

File Requirements
Accepted Formats: Word documents (.docx), PDFs, or Google docs
Submission: Complete manuscript required 24 hours before your start date
Return Format: Edited manuscript will be returned in a Word document format unless
another format is requested. We ask that you upload the revised manuscript to your own
Google Drive rather than requesting we do that.

Payment & Policies
Deposit: Nonrefundable $200 USD required to secure your start date (applied to total
project cost)
Final Payment: Remaining balance of your project value due by Noon MT on your project
start date. This payment triggers the commencement of your editing services.

Here’s how we do the math: 
[per word quote] x [manuscript total word count] = [total project value]  
[total project value] - $200 USD deposit = [remaining project balance]* 

*Due at Noon MT on your project start date.
Refund Policy: Detailed in our contract
Date Change Fee: $50 USD

Working with Golden Editorial
what to expect

If you use a credit card, we will
charge a 3.3% credit card processing

fee. This does not exceed what we
pay per transaction. We do offer

Zelle & Venmo as payment methods.



What's Included in Your Editing Service

Editorial Assessment: $0.02 - $0.028 USD per word
A detailed report with thoughts, concerns, and ideas for improvement
This service does not include comments nor tracked changes within the manuscript
document 

Developmental Editing: $0.024 - $0.04 USD per word
Comprehensive editorial memo addressing plot, character development, pacing, and
structure
Manuscript comments focusing on big-picture storytelling elements
Guidance on strengthening your narrative arc and reader engagement
This service includes comments and tracked changes within the manuscript document

Line Editing: $0.025 - $0.047 USD per word
Sentence-level improvements for clarity, flow, and style
Attention to voice, tone, and readability
Suggestions for enhancing your prose while maintaining your unique voice
This service includes comments and tracked changes within the manuscript document 

Copy Editing: $0.02 - $0.032 USD per word
Grammar, punctuation, and spelling corrections
Consistency in style, formatting, and factual details
Personalized style guide created for and provided to you
This service includes comments and tracked changes within the manuscript document 

Proofreading: $0.014 - $0.025 USD per word
Correcting typos, grammatical errors, POV, tense, and more
The last line of defense before final formatting and publishing
This service includes comments and tracked changes within the manuscript document 

Our editing services don’t include phone or Zoom calls. We’ve found most authors simply do
not need this and we pride ourselves on our thorough edits. You’re always welcome to
schedule a book coaching session if you need extra support while you navigate edit
implementation.

For more information on the different types of editing services and when they’re most 
helpful, we recommend our Book Editing: A Complete Guide for Authors DIY 

workbook, available on our website. 

When you’re ready, submit an inquiry!

https://www.thegoldeneditorial.com/book-coaching.html
https://www.thegoldeneditorial.com/store/p19/book-editing-a-complete-guide.html
https://forms.gle/wSoX8aHeNA6WrALL8


Communication 
Availability: We're here to answer questions M-F 9 a.m. MT - 4 p.m. MT.
Communication During Services: To simulate the readers’ experience, we do not touch
base with authors to ask questions during the editing process. (Your readers won’t get to
either!) All feedback and questions are contained to your manuscript or your memo
document. 
Communication Following Services: We encourage authors to reach out for clarifications
on editing comments or to brainstorm new solutions with their editor. 

Other Ways We Can Support You
Query letter review and sample chapter editing for submissions
Book formatting
Book coaching for writing, editing, publishing guidance, self-publishing timeline
management, and book promotion

Just check out our website!

And explore our FAQ page for even more helpful information. 

We're excited to be part of your publishing journey! If you have any questions
about our process or services, please don't hesitate to reach out to 

hello@thegoldeneditorial.com

Our Team
Allison Buehner: Lead editor and founder of Golden
Editorial. Allison usually handles Golden Editorial’s
editorial assessments and developmental editing
services. 
Staff Editors: Certified literary experts and editorial
professionals who specialize in various genres. Staff
editors handle ALL line editing, copy editing, and
proofreading services for Golden Editorial, but also
handle other services based on demand and expertise.
Ashlyn Carmichael: Author relations manager and staff
editor for Golden Editorial. Ashlyn is the face behind our
hello email address!

Quality Guaranteed. 
Every project maintains Golden Editorial's high quality standards, regardless of which team

member works on your manuscript.

allison

ashlyn

https://www.thegoldeneditorial.com/#:~:text=for%20publication%2C%20and-,query%20review,-to%20set%20you
https://www.thegoldeneditorial.com/book-formatting.html
https://www.thegoldeneditorial.com/book-coaching.html
https://www.thegoldeneditorial.com/
https://www.thegoldeneditorial.com/faqs.html

